
OISTAT AC 2026 TOUR -  ANTIQUE THEATERS OF TURKEY

EPHESUS 
The theater at Ephesus started as a Hellenistic construction at the end of the 
3rd century BC as a cavea with a single tier of seats, an orchestra with a 
drainage channel, and a simple one-story scaenae which was expanded under 
the Romans, beginning about 40 AD, to become the massive structure that we 
see today.  

PRIENE 
The theatre at Priene represents one of the best-preserved and earliest (ca. 
332-330 BCE) forms of Hellenistic theatres built in Turkey.  Although the 
remnants of the theatre we see today are the product of numerous alterations 
by both Greek and Romans over several centuries, the ruins retain many of the 
features associated with the Hellenistic theatres that were to follow such as the 
theatron and proskenion, and a performance space that de-emphasized the 
importance of the chorus and featured the actor.

HIERAPOLIS   UNESCO World Heritage site 
The ancient city of Hierapolis is located on a 200-meter-high terrace of 
limestone deposits and petrified limestone waterfalls. The theatre with a cavea 
which accommodating over 10,000 spectators was built in the 2nd century CE 
under Hadrian during a period of extensive rebuilding following a devastating 
earthquake in 60 CE. Although the exterior is relatively unassuming, the 
interior contains one of Anatolia’s most complete and best-preserved 
collections of Greco-Roman theatre decorations.  

PHASELIS 
Phaselis, situated on a small peninsula extending into the Mediterranean Sea, 
was founded as a port city in the 7th century BCE. For a long time, it was the 
busiest port city in the eastern part of Lycia.  The originally Hellenistic theatre is 
relatively small, accommodating 1,700, and leans against the hill of the 
Acropolis.  The 1st century BCE structure was modified in Roman times with 
the addition of a scaenae. 

PERGE 
The theatre built around 120 CE. Accommodates over 11,400 spectators. Built 
on the side of a hill, its shape exceeds a semicircle. A colonnaded gallery 
surrounds the top of the auditorium and the remains of a three storied scaenae 
and pulpitum faces a semi-circular orchestra which was used as an arena for 
gladiatorial games. The uncovered paradoi, were covered with barrel vaults 
and 13 rows of additional seating during modifications around 200 CE.  

ASPENDOS 
The Aspendos Roman theatre (2nd–3rd century CE) is also known for its 
excellent acoustics and exquisite architectural ornamentation. The two-story 
stage building is particularly impressive and, like most of the theatre, has been 
exceptionally well preserved. This is largely due to the city’s continuous 
settlement through to the Byzantine and Seljuk periods. The theatre boasting a 
seating capacity of up to 15,000 is arranged in a perfect semicircle, ensuring 
optimal viewing angles and acoustic properties. 





OISTAT ARCHITECTURE COMMISSION 2026 TOUR
ANTIQUE THEATERS IN TURKEY

SCHEDULE
10 Sept. 

THURSDAY
11 Sept.
FRIDAY

12 Sept.
SATURDAY

13 Sept.
SUNDAY

14 Sept.
MONDAY

Breakfast  @ hotel  @ hotel  @ Tim's / hotel  @ hotel
Transportation leave @ 8:00 leave @ 9:00 leave @ 10:00

Tour + Guide
09:00-12:00

Ephesus
9:30-12:30
Hierapolis

11:30-12:30
Perge

Transportation leave @12:15 leave @ 12:45 leave 12:30

Lunch

 13:00 @ Bizim Ev, 
Şirince village 

afterwards
Free to tour village

13:00 
hotel check-in 

Lunch own choice

Transportation leave @14:00 leave at 14:30 16:00

Tour + Guide
Historic theater 

(optional)
16:00 - 17:30

Priene
17:00-18:00

Phaselis
17:00-18:30

Aspendos
Transportation

Dinner 19:00
TBD, bayfront, İzmir

20:00 
@ Hotel

 19:00 Dinner @ 
Tim's, Kuzdere

Performance  -  - 

21:00-00:00
Aspendos Festival

AIDA
Accomodation Atlas Otel, İzmir Lycus River, 

Pamukkale
Kuzdere

Some @ Tim's 
Some @ nearby hotel

The Ninova, Antalya 
(old town)

What is included?
Accomodation & meals as listed above
Accomodation & meals for guide and driver
Entrance to museums / sites & guide
Transportation in midi-bus (27 people max) and parking

Aspendos festival event ticket
Dinner in Izmir
Dinner at Tim's
Accomodation in Kuzdere
May have additional cost for Wed. afternoon tour

Not included International flights
Airport transfers

Tour Company OASIS, Agent: Berna Habib, http://www.oasis.com.tr/

Departure

lunch at road stop

19:00
@nearby restaurant

Included in payment to tour operator 
OASIS (grey highlight)
$1140 (single) / $1040 (double)

Included in payment to organizer Selma 
(blue text)
$300


	Blank Page



